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Rediscovering the Significance of 
Publishing Fuji Electric Journal
 

The University Library houses a section which dis-
plays a collection of technical journals by various manu-
facturers.  Although not frequently, I sometimes finger 
through pages for some titles that catch my interest.  
They serve as an ideal source of information on the latest 
technical trends, and it is quite different from reading 
academic journals.

On the same campus, there is the Museum of Indus-
trial Technology, which displays historic industrial ma-
chines preserved in a dynamic state.  It is well known 
among steam locomotive fans that the museum runs an 
1891-model English steam locomotive once every month.  
Other exhibits include an octopus-shaped glass-tube 
mercury-arc rectifier, which used to be installed at an 
electrical substation for locomotives.  Visitors can still 
observe how it functions, with the alluring blue-white 
glow of the discharged current.  The other day, I hap-
pened to come across an induction motor on display, 
with a nameplate indicating it was made in 1924 by Fuji  
Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd.  According to the expla-
nation, it was used to power imported machine tools and 
is still operable.

This chance meeting prompted me to look up “Fuji 
Electric Journal.”*1  The very first Vol. 1 - No. 1 was pub-
lished 93 years ago, on March 1, 1924.  In the early days, 
the journal only included technical papers, most of which 
were translated articles published by Siemens.  This sug-
gests that, in those days, new technology was mostly  
introduced from abroad.  The foreword to the first publi-
cation was written by the founding president of the com-
pany, Wasaku Natori, who memorably stated as follows:

“(...) we are in a fortunate position to have access to 
the latest technologies and theories from Germany, so 
we surrender our selfish desire to monopolize this.  In-
stead, we offer this journal to wider society to regularly 
disseminate the knowledge therein. It will be our delight 
that readers will benefit from it.”   I have been impressed 
on his policy that the journal is based on the idea to pur-
sue not only the company’s own interest but the contribu-
tion to wider society.  The date, March 1924, is only six 
months after the Great Kanto earthquake, which struck 

Japan on September 1, 1923.  From 1935 onwards, spe-
cial features are appeared in each issue.  The journal un-
derwent a redesign with Vol. 85 - No. 4, published in July 
2012.  This renewal was attributed to the new brand 
statement, “Innovating Energy Technology.”  According 
to the editorial of the issue, “this brand statement rep-
resents Fuji Electric’s aspiration for innovating electri-
cal and thermal energy technologies, thereby making 
contributions toward the realization of responsible and 
sustainable society,” which eloquently expresses the com-
pany’s confidence in technological engineering and its 
determination to leap forward.

The current issue features “Electric Distribution, 
Switching and Control Devices,” which comprise the 
core technology indispensable for today’s electrical en-
ergy society.  Needless to say, they are expected to offer 
a safe, secure and highly reliable performance.  It was 
once said that Japanese society took “water and safety 
for granted.”  It must be acknowledged, however, that 
electricity and safety do not come for free even in this 
country.  While electric power is superbly useful,  it is 
generated using nuclear fuel, coal and LNG, which are 
all imported.  There are undoubtedly risks of major ac-
cidents and environmental burdens that come with these 
enterprises.  Household breakers, electrical outlets and 
switches employ electrical contacts to supply and cut off 
electricity.  We normally do not pay close attention in our 
use of these appliances, but they in fact ensure safety by 
complying with IEC, JIS and other safety standards.  In 
order to develop products, it is necessary to meet safety 
requirements and obtain relevant certification, espe-
cially of the IEC and ISO standards.  As I write this ar-
ticle, I am looking at the power adapter of my computer 
and I can recognize the standard certification marks of 
UL, CE, GS and PSE.  These are all safety certification 
marks.  Given the number of standards to satisfy for a 
power supply adapter, it is not difficult to imagine that 
electrical energy control systems and switching devices 
must meet an array of diverse requirements even for the 
IEC standards alone.

In May, I attended the IEC/ TC94 (all-or-nothing 
electrical relays) conference in Vienna as a representa-
tive of the National Committee of Japan to propose a 
new standard (NWIP).  Our proposal was duly received, 
with the working draft (WD) of the new standard circu-
lated for review.  We are waiting to find out the verdict, 
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which is due to be announced at the end of August.  With 
more than one-third of major participant nations (re-
ferred to as P-members) giving their approval, a working 
group (WG) will be formed and proceed to develop the 
new standard.  However, it must be completed and es-
tablished within three years, otherwise the project will 
be abandoned.  Apart from creating new standards, ex-
isting standards undergo regular maintenance.  Thus, 
it is possible to develop standards from scratch or make 
amendments to existing ones.  Either way, we will need 
an All-Japan approach, letting many experts to partici-
pate, to mobilize these efforts.  There is a significant ad-
vantage in developing and modifying the standard so 

that it offers some advantages to Japanese manufactur-
ers in their product development.  In the past, the rules 
of Judo were amended for the Olympic Games, which re-
sulted in disadvantaging Japanese athletes.  Doing the 
reverse, though not easy, would clearly be of benefit.  In 
this sense, we should also reaffirm the significance of the  
social contribution expressed in the foreword to Fuji 
Electric Journal Vol. 1 - No. 1 when working on stan-
dards.

*1: “Fuji Electric Journal” has been translated into English 
and published as “Fuji Electric Review” since 1955.



＊  All brand names and product names in this journal might be trademarks 
or registered trademarks of their respective companies.


